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SUBJ: SPANISH MEMBERSHIP IN NATO: GIBRALTAR ISSUE 
REF;A 

) USNATO 7093 (DTG 210921Z JUL 78), (B) LONDON 11723 
(DTG 241818Z JUL 78), (C) LONDON 1 1742 (DTG 251054Z JUL 78 

1 . WE FOUND THE STATEMENTS BY UK PERMREP KILLICK DESCRIBED 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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IN REFTEL (A) ON THE SUBJECT OF SPANISH ENTRY INTO NATO 
AND THE GIBRALTAR QUESTION DISTURBING, SINCE THEY IMPLIED 
A SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE BRITISH POSITION, AT LEAST AS 
WE HAVE UNDERSTOOD IT. DAUNTS REASSURANCE ON THIS SCORE 
IS WELCOME. 

2. THE SPANISH HAVE TALKED OF THE NEED FOR VISIBLE PRO- 
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GRESS TOWARD A RESOLUTION OF THE GIBRALTAR PROBLEM IN 
ORDER TO FACILITATE THEIR ENTRY INTO NATO. ELIAS SPOKE 
ALONG THESE LINES IN A JULY 21 CONVERSATION WITH THE 
POLITICAL COUNSELOR (REF(D)). SUCH PROGRESS IS NECESSARY 
TO JUSTIFY NATO ENTRY IN A POLITICAL CONTEXT TO THE 
SPANISH PUBLIC. BUT THERE HAS NEVER BEEN ANY BELIEF HERE 
THAT A FINAL "RESOLUTION" OF THE PROBLEM WAS POSSIBLE AT 
AN EARLY DATE. WE ARE THEREFORE INCLINED TO INTERPRET THE 
REMARK ATTRIBUTED TO ELIAS IN REF(C) IN TERMS OF PROGRESS 
TOWARD A SOLUTION OF THE ISSUE. IN FACT, WE FORESEE NO 
PROSPECT FOR A FINAL "RESOLUTION" OF THE PROBLEM FOR SOME 
TIME, HINGING AS IT DOES ON THE ATTITUDES OF THE LOCAL 
POPULATION IN GIBRALTAR. WERE SPANISH ENTRY INTO NATO TO 
AWAIT SUCH A RESOLUTION, THE EFFECT WOULD BE TO POSTPONE 
IT INDEFINITELY. TODMAN 
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